
Carpenter, Victoria ORCID logoORCID:
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3880-6555 (2011) Temporal 
Permutations in Octavio Paz’s ‘Piedra de sol’. In: Carpenter, Victoria
ORCID logoORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3880-6555, (ed.) A 
World in Words, A Life in Texts: Revisiting Latin American Cultural 
Heritage. Peter Lang, pp. 137-160  

Downloaded from: https://ray.yorksj.ac.uk/id/eprint/1425/

The version presented here may differ from the published version or version of record. If 

you intend to cite from the work you are advised to consult the publisher's version:

http://www.peterlang.com/download/datasheet/58957/datasheet_430273.pdf

Research at York St John (RaY) is an institutional repository. It supports the principles of 

open access by making the research outputs of the University available in digital form. 

Copyright of the items stored in RaY reside with the authors and/or other copyright 

owners. Users may access full text items free of charge, and may download a copy for 

private study or non-commercial research. For further reuse terms, see licence terms 

governing individual outputs. Institutional Repository Policy Statement

RaY
Research at the University of York St John 

For more information please contact RaY at ray@yorksj.ac.uk

https://www.yorksj.ac.uk/ils/repository-policies/
mailto:ray@yorksj.ac.uk


136 C H R I S T O P H E R  H A R R I S  

Gutmann, Matthew, Changing Men and Masculinities in Latin America (Durham & 
London: Duke University Press, 2003) 

, The Meanings of Macho: Being a Man in Mexico City (Berkeley: University of 
California Press, 1996) 

, Harris, Christopher, Mariano Azuela's Losdeabajo: Patriarchal Masculinity and 
Mexican Gender Regimes under Fire', Representations of Men and Masculinities 
in Latin American Cultures, eds Chris Harris and Am it Thakkar, special issue of 
Bulletin of Hispanic Studies 87:6 (1010), pp. 645-66 

•, 'Patriarchal Masculinity and the Myth of the Dzulum in Rosario Castellanoss 
Balun-Candri, Pre-HispanicMyth in Latin American Literatures, ed. Astvaldur 
Astvaldsson, special issue of Bulletin of Hispanic Studies (forthcoming 2011) 

, 'Thresholds and Themes in Juan Rulfo's Pedro Paramo: Preliminary Reflec
tions', in Studies in Latin American Literature and Culture in Honour of James 
Higgins, eds William Rowe and Stephen Hart (Liverpool: Liverpool University 
Press, 2.005) 

Herrera-Sobek, Maria, The Mexican Corrido: A Feminist Analysis (Bloomington: 
Indiana University Press, 1990) 

hooks, bell, The Will to Change: Men, Masculinity and Love (New York: Washington 
Square Press, 1004) 

Jimenez de Baez, Yvett t,Juan Rulfo: del paramo a la esperanza: una lectura critica de 
su obra (Mexico City: Fondo de Cultura Economica, 1990) 

Martin, Gerald,Journeys through the Labyrinth: Latin American Fiction in the Twentieth 
Century (London: Verso, 1989) 

Mastretta, Angeles, Arrancame la vida (Madrid: Alfaguara 1996 [1985]) 
Paz, Octavio, Ellaberinto de la soledad, ed. Anthony Stanton (Manchester: Manchester 

University Press, 2008 [1950]) 
Rowe, William, Juan Rulfo: El llano en llamas (London: Tamesis, 1987) 
Rulfo, Juan, The Burning Plain, trans. George D. Schade (Austin: Texas University 

Press, 1003 [1967]) 
, El llano en llamas (Madrid: Catedra, 1991 [1953]) 
, Pedro Paramo (Madrid: Catedra, 1992 [1955]) 
, Pedro Paramo, trans. Margaret Sayers Peden (New York: Grove, 1994) 

Stoltenberg, John, Refusing to Be a Man: Essays on Sex andJustice, rev. edn (London: 
University College London, 2000 [1989]) 

Thakkar, Amit, The Fiction of Juan Rulfo: Irony, Revolution and Postcolonialism 
(forthcoming) 

Thornton, Niamh, Women and the Novela de la Revolucion in Mexico (Lewiston: 
Mellen, 2006) 

Walker, Alice, The Colour Purple (New York: Harcourt Brace, 1982) 

VICTO RIA CARPENTER 

Temporal Permutations in Octavio Paz's 
'Piedra de sol' (1957) 

Octavio Paz's seminal poem 'Piedra de sol' (1957) is, arguably, his most 
significant poetic work and one of the most studied by scholars and stu
dents of Latin American literature. In general, critics and analysts agree 
that 'Piedra de sol', like other poems in the collection La estacion violenta 
(where the poem appears), represents Paz's fascination with Mexico's Aztec 
heritage. While I accept the validity of the argument that 'Piedra de sol' is 
a poetic version of the Aztec solar calendar,11 would like to re-examine 
the poem's complex temporal nature in more detail, and approach it from 
the point of view of quantum physics and its understanding of time. I have 
used this foundation previously to analyse the works of Mexican Onda 
of the 1960s to 1970s, and the outcome of this application indicated that 
it may be possible to extend its use to other, more traditional and more 
frequently studied texts. 

I have argued elsewhere that 'Piedra de sol' has twenty overlapping 
timeplanes: nineteen in the poem and one more located outside the poem.2 

This approach has mostly explained the poem's conflicting temporal nature: 
if the narrator exists in the objective reality his lover occupies the subjec
tive reality, and therefore the interaction between the two creates a discord 
between linear and non-linear (cyclic or spiral) timelines, which I termed 
'timeplanes' to avoid the oxymoronic use of 'non-linear timelines'. The 
analysis was successful in explaining the relationship between the narra
tor and his lover, but skirted the issue of relationship between timeplanes, 
especially between the in-poem timeplanes and the one outside the text. 

1 See Bernard 1967, Phillips 1972, Pacheco 1979, and Fein 1986: 67-8. 
2 Carpenter 2001: 499; also see Table 1. 


