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I would prefer not to

Simon Morris

Anonymity, Un-Originality, Collectivity –
Contested Modes of Authorship

Warwick University, Friday 20.05.2022





iam is an independent imprint, 
established in 2002 that 
publishes work by artists and 
writers who use extant material 
— selecting it and reframing it to 
generate new meanings — and 
who, in doing so, disrupt the 
existing order of things.



















Lucy Sante & the Resurrectionists



“Above, a poem drawn from 
the depths of The American 
Gun Mystery (1933) by Ellery 
Queen (joint pseudonym of 
Frederic Dannay and Manfred 
B. Lee). The extraction was 
the work of an anonymous 
member or members of the 
Resurrectionists, a shadowy 
group devoted to finding the 
poetry hidden in the works of 
the most prosaic authors. The 
members never made their 
identities public, although 
rumors flew during their 
heyday, from the late 1950s to 
the mid-’70s.” Image: 
https://lucysante.com/the-
poetry-of-ellery-queen/ [date 
accessed: 16 May 2022 at 
15:54]

https://lucysante.com/the-poetry-of-ellery-queen/


Natalie Czech



Natalie Czech



Natalie Czech





photographs 
of Andy 
Warhol by 
Duane 
Michaels 

Allen Midgette as Andy Warhol in front of the 
Chelsea Hotel in Manhattan in 2000, years 
after he fooled many people in a 1967 lecture 
and thirteen years after Warhol had died. 
Credit: Rita Barros



“I helped Andy become 
recognized, but he helped 
me to remain 
unrecognized,” scoffs 
Midgette. – from the article 
by Sharon Nichols, ‘Being 
Andy Warhol’, 
https://www.chronogram.co
m/hudsonvalley/being-
andy-warhol-allen-
midgette/Content?oid=219
3186 [accessed: 
17.05.2022, 10:40]

https://www.chronogram.com/hudsonvalley/being-andy-warhol-allen-midgette/Content?oid=2193186


Re-Writing Freud, 2005



written by a machine?

…using algorithms to write.



‘An Art of Readers’, Rennes, France, 2005









sense nonsense



UNDESIGNING

BRANDJACKING







Re-writing Freud is now on the 
app store as a Universal app. 



Harvard University Press, 2010 Bloomsbury Academic, 2016



Getting Inside Jack Kerouac’s Head, 
2010



Michel Foucault (1926 – 1984)
French philosopher, sociologist
& historian

Original?



Walter Benjamin



Gertrude Stein



WG Sebald



James Joyce 
…a scissors 
& paste 
man?



Kenneth Goldsmith

Being unoriginal 
isn’t necessarily 
such a bad thing…

anecdote…





a book is copied into an online blog and then 
poured back into the form of a book. 

Because in blogs your last post is your first, I end up 
traveling backwards, from the West to the East coast, in 
direct contrast to Jack’s route



This is a book. 
Read it.

This is art. 
Think about it.





Joe Hale, Getting Inside Simon Morris’ Head, 2014









Pigeon Reader, 2012





…reading is like a 
pigeon pecking at 

the ground in 
search of 

breadcrumbs.



A kind of 
''huh ?''



wtf?



Rodney Graham, Dr. No insert.



Yann Serandour, Supplement: A Needle in a Haystack.



















































Translated from the English Pigeon Reader 
into French Lecteur Pigeon, your title 

means (±) that the reader has been had 
(has been conned)

- Professor Anne Moeglin-Delcroix



…and if you are still sitting here, 
thinking…but, I like to write the 

old fashioned way:

one word after the other






