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SelfScapes refers to the relationship between self 
and its environment and is a new research cluster 
at York St John University. The aims of this 
research cluster is to investigate both the body 
and place as sites for interconnected experiences 
and how this might be mediated through a range 
of media.



It has been a really good experience to set up a new research 
cluster with catalyst finding so we thought we’d reflect and share 
the experience for others thinking of doing this…

Why set up a research cluster?

REF! Needs a research narrative… SelfScapes fits within a wider 
theme of Cultures of Making 

Its been nice to work together on research with colleagues and 
also to invite other artists in who are interested in similar themes

Involving the students in SelfScapes also means they gain first 
hand experience of research, organising events, external artists 
and it makes them feel part of the research culture.

How we went about finding a common theme

We talked to each other about our research. Most often in the 
pub.



Mark Adams

Curated Paths: 
A photographic exploration 
of walking - non-perspectival 
representations of northern 
landscapes 



Mark Adams

Exploring dichotomy between ….romanticism and realism 



Mark Adams

…. mythic and the concrete. 



Christina Kolaiti



Jo Sperryn-Jones Experiencing breaking an environment



Broken body as 
environment to 
Self

Experiencing 
environment 
through a broken 
body



Sally Taylor



Kimberley Bennett



Putting together a proposal

Decisions:
We decided to centre the research on making and tailor the events around ways of 
developing discussion on and through making artwork.

Rather than a one-off event that would disseminate existing research we preferred 
the idea of a longer term engagement with a group so that ideas could be further 
developed in a positive and supportive environment. We thought this would provide 
support for less experienced researchers and students.

Rather than conference papers we did 3 minute Pecha Kuchas to introduce each 
artists work and ideas as a starting point to enable discussion

We wanted to include an activity of researching/making together. And then to exhibit 
work as a base for further discussion.

We wanted a publication that would document the research so we could use this to 
apply for further funding next year. The aim is to create a publication from the 
exhibition & excerpts of discussions.

Go to Hannah Bernstein in Conference for help planning the budget!!!





Keymaker: Professor Mike Collier, University of Sunderland



Mike Collier is a lecturer, writer, curator and 
artist. He studied Fine Art at Goldsmiths 
College before being appointed Gallery 
Manager at the ICA in London. He 
subsequently became a freelance curator and 
arts organiser, working extensively in the UK 
and abroad. In 1985 he moved to Newcastle to 
run the Arts Development Strategy at the Laing 
Art Gallery, where he initiated the Tyne 
International Exhibition of Contemporary Art. 

For the last 15 years he has worked in 
education and is currently Reader jn Fine Art at 
the University of Sunderland. 

Throughout his career, Mike has maintained his 
artistic practice and he is now based in Cobalt 
Studios in Newcastle. He has shown work in a 
number of one person and group shows in the 
UK.



The Dawn Chorus at Cheeseburn (2) Detail … Blackbird
Mike Collier 
Produced in collaboration with Geoff Sample and EYELEVEL Creative
Assisted by Tina Webb
One work; sixteen individual frames
Screen print onto glass (kiln-fired) framing pastel on paper
2017; total size 200 cm square







https://selfscapes118454050.wordpress.com/
https://selfscapes118454050.wordpress.com/














Event 2: 

Friday 22nd June at Dalby Forest workshops

• Exhibition in the workshop/exhibition spaces and the forest

• Round table discussions on the exhibition with Louise 
Hutchinson, YSP and Professor Mike Collier

• Private view in the evening
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Next year…

Find more funding…
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