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The Teddy Bear Cabinet

Dr Christina Kolaiti



The Teddy Bear Cabinet features a series of sepia toned portraits of 
handcrafted teddy bears. The images resemble 19th century cabinet 
cards; an early form of portrait photography, which became associated 
with the family album. Often displayed in glass cabinets or exchanged 
between individuals, it established a practice of memory preservation 
through a physical object, the photograph. 

Made from keepsakes such as baby clothes, muslins, pregnancy 
jumpers and baby blankets, the material presence of these treasured 
memory bears exhibits relatable narratives of nurturing in the elusive 
cabinet of stories of early motherhood. 
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Exhibition: The Teddy Bear Cabinet
 
Series of 13 framed portraits of handcrafted teddy bears

Creative Centre Atrium
York St John University

July 4-7, 2022



Selfhood: Creative Explorations of Art, Health and Lived Experience
Event organized by the Institute for Social Justice
Creative Centre, York St John University, July 5, 2022



Event documentation
Selfhood: Creative Explorations of Art, Health and Lived Experience
Event organized by the Institute for Social Justice
Creative Centre, York St John University, July 5, 2022













Exhibition: The Teddy Bear Cabinet
York Hospital Arts, York and Scarborough Teaching 
Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust

Contemporary Art Gallery
York Hospital 

July 8 – September 15, 2022

Photo documentation and montage: Eloise Ross


